


We stretched our arms and play our part in conserving 

threatened habitats through land acquisition and providing 

space for research at Sukau Ecotourism Research Centre. I 

am aware that this is a not permanent solution to saving 

rainforests, but it is nevertheless a component to allow 

immediate action to be taken to protect areas under 

imminent threat of destruction. 

What a year it has been. I'd like to start by saying BEST 

Society is different. We work our way approaching 

sustainability and using Borneo Eco Tour's core business in 

tourism to mobilise projects through BEST Society.  This year, 

we had the privilege to have two Balinese chaps in Kiulu, 

Wira from Five Pillar Foundation shared about revitalizing and 

transforming rural communities in Bali through youth and 

community empowerment initiatives and Chiko the architect 

who was involved in the building of Green School Bali spoke 

about the fundamentals of bamboo. Following up, this led to 

the participation of several villagers in the Bamboo Homestay 

Competition that was held to nurture an emerging industry 

developing sustainable building products and crafts as an 

alternative of income generation activities. We have also 

supported the production of bamboo straws by folks in Kiulu, 

providing them with the opportunity to earn a little extra and 

raising awareness of plastic waste. 

There is still much work needed and I am lucky to have met 

many people during my work trips of whom I can leverage 

their knowledge and experience to achieve common goals. I 

hope BEST Society can amplify the impact of our works by 

inspiring others to help. 

Message from 

Chairman

Albert Teo
Chairman of BEST Society



Empowering Communities

To enhance, empower and elevate rural communities 
in Sabah by implementing sustainable development 
initiatives to improve quality of life and to conserve 

nature for the next generation
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Our Vision

Our Mission



2018    

February - Hope Village

March - Sustainability Borneo

April - Bamboo Homestay Competition

August - National Economic Empowerment Coalition Conference

November - Economic Development Seminar

October - Bamboo Straw

September - RefillMyBottle

June - 11th Annual General Meeting

in Review

July - SRI-MAS in Kiulu 
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HOPE VILLAGE

O
n 20 February 2018, we had the privilege to bring in 
experienced duo, Rev. Clarence and Isaiah from Hope 
Village to share their experiences on SRI farming method of 

which they have introduced to the community in Kg. Lalang Ulu 
Tomani, Tenom. They have seen before their eyes the results from 
applying the SRI principles with the increased in yields. Over 35 
villagers from Kg. Mangkaladom, Kg. Pinahawon, Kg. Mantob, Kg. 
Dumpiring, Kg. Sinorut, Kg. Pinagon Baru and Kg. Polod benefited 
from the session organised by BEST Society together with MUKEST. 

SUSTAINABILITY BORNEO
ira, Co-founder of Five Pillar Foundation shared his Winvolvement in working with rural communities in Bali to 
create community-based tourism experiences that raise 

awareness on the importance of the role that rural communities play 
in protecting nature and culture in Bali.  He has developed Five 
Pillar’s integrated assets-based approach to community 
development and actively involves himself in understanding the 
needs and challenges of local communities.

Chiko, a Balinese  born architect was part of the team that built the 
first ever bamboo school which is famously known as the Green 
School. During his trip to Kiulu, Chiko shared his skills and 
knowledge on the sustainable use of bamboo through the 
promotion of creativity and innovative use of bamboo materials.

The three-day program held from the 11 to 13 March 2018 at Kg. 
Dumpiring, Ulu Kiulu  have garnered participation from Kg. Pinagon 
Baru, Kg. Pinahawon, Kg. Polod, Kg. Gonipis, Kg. Ruminding, Kg. 
Lingga, Kg. Mantob, Kg. Sukang, Kg. Mangkaladom and Kg. 
Tombung-over 50 villagers of which several were unemployed youth 
and majority if not all are farmers. 
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BAMBOO HOMESTAY 
COMPETITION

he Ulu Kiulu Bamboo Homestay competition that was Tlaunched in April 2018, in-partnership with MUKEST and 
Borneo Eco Tours (BET) brought together 5 participants 

from different villages showing off their skills using bamboo in 
building structures and crafts. Mad skills! We truly appreciate and 
admire the amount of hard work and effort put out by the 
participants. 

The winning bamboo homestays with the support from BET and BEST Society will be further developed as market-ready 
community product that we hope can support local economies by diversifying their source of income through tourism.

The winning bamboo homestays with the support from BET and 
BEST Society will be further developed as market-ready 
community product that we hope can support local economies by 
diversifying their source of income through tourism.
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th11  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018 

BEST COMMITTEE 2018

Chairman
Albert Teo

Secretary
Rosalind J. Kantis

Vice Secretary
Srchwantz Yasun

Treasurer
Shirley Yap

Commitee Member
Jumaidi Gimus
Easther Paulus 
Justin Dalansu

Darlene Legada
Erica Tibok

Dr. Fiffy Hasnidah
Yuko Kyogoku

Eileen Gusin
 Phylomeena Chong 

Deputy Chairman
Baton Bijamin

Vice Chairman
Justin Ng
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SRI-MAS IN KIULU

hree-day workshop on SRI Rice Production and Economic TEmpowerment of Farming Community by SRI-Mas gathered 
15 farmers from Ulu Kiulu to learn more about the 

important principles of SRI, the characteristic of different types of 
soil and seed selection. They also had the opportunity to look at 
some local innovations used for weeding and marking the fields in 
Diniwang. Farmers shared their struggles of rice insect pests 
found in the fields and turns out bad bugs are not bad after all! 
They learned 'friendlier' measures to keep pests away without 
harming them. 
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ational Economic Empowerment Conference (NEEC) is a Ngathering of Christians from diverse backgrounds to 
strategise and formulate plans for the empowerment of the 

impoverished indigenous Christian communities of Malaysia. The 4-
day session that took place in Kuching  looked into building hope and 
a future where indigenous communities have equal opportunities and 
equal access to sustainable livelihoods, education, health and 
community well-being.

NATIONAL ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR
ine villagers from Kiulu attended the Economic Development NSeminar (EDS) that was held in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah jointly 
organised by the Basel Christian Church of Malaysia, Sabah 

Theological Seminary, Malaysian CARE and NEEC (Sabah). EDS 
aimed to enable pastors and community leaders to better understand 
the church’s involvement in economic empowerment. The seminar 
also gave the opportunity to connect project leaders with coaches, 
practitioners and other relevant tools and resources for successful 
projects. 
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BAMBOO STRAW
amboo is one of the many natural resources that can be found in Babundance in Kiulu. Several villages from Ulu Kiulu were involved in 
the process, from harvesting raw materials into finished products- 

providing them with the opportunity to earn a little extra. 

REFILLMYBOTTLEEST Society is proud to be  the ambassador of RefillMyBottle for BSabah region as part of a bigger sustainable community to address 
plastic waste problems. Through RMB, we have created a network of 

RefillStations for anyone to refill their bottles as an alternative to buying 
water in plastic bottles. 

Sukau Rainforest Lodge

Kiulu Farmstay

Borneo Quad Biking, Kiulu

Borneo Eco Tours HQ (KK)

Borneo Eco Tours HQ (SDK)

GreenHouse Eco Lodge (Mantanani)

Kota Kinabalu Wetland Centre

Bungaraya Island Resort

River Junkie Tours

Sabah Tourism Board

If you would like to join our community as a RefillSta�on,

 here aresome easy steps to follow!

All you need is a water dispenser to provide drinkable water.

Go to  and sign up for FREE!www.refillmybo�le.com

Drop us an email a�er you have registered.

We’ill get RefillMyBo�le s�ckers sent to you.

Post your picture of  the RefillSta�on with your displayed 

s�cker on on social media and tag us #RefillMyBo�le

Spread the good words!



Our 
impact!

S
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N
ational Geographic marked 2018 the 'Year of 

the Bird' committing towards protecting birds 

today and for the next hundred years. The 

hornbill bird species today, especially here in Borneo are 

facing a great threat that makes it harder for the birds to 

nest and breed. Kinabatangan is a regenerating forest 

that is home to eight species of hornbills. These birds nest 

in tree cavities and yet, despite their large strong beaks, 

they are unable to create tree cavities themselves. 

Hornbills depend on other animals such as woodpeckers 

and sun bears to create cavities, which they later occupy. 

However, many large cavity-bearing trees in the region 

have been removed as a result of logging and agricultural 

expansion. 

BEST Society together with Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL) 

took a step forward through the creation of artificial nest 

box by Helson Hassan, a hornbill bird researcher for the 

conservation of hornbill populations. The box that was set 

up in June on a tree known as Mallotus muticus at SRL is 

not the first of its kind. In 2013, five artificial nest boxes 

were set up in Kinabatangan, a pilot project undertaken 

by a local conservation organisation and its partners. Four 

years later, a pair of rhinoceros hornbills nested in the box 

and managed to successfully raise a chick until it fledged. 

This represents the first ever wild pair of rhinoceros 

hornbills to nest in an artificial nest box. With that, BEST 

Society also hopes that such initiative will provide a 

suitable home and encourage individuals to nest. 

Nesting cavities for Hornbills

Redefining
CONSERVATION

 thriving life on land is the substance for our life on this Aplanet. The world is changing at a rapid pace and so is the 

rate of environmental damage increasing faster than it can 

recover. This year, BEST Society continues to strengthen its 

conservation impact through the creation of artificial hornbill 

nesting boxes, building a research hub and battling plastic with 

bamboo straws. 
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Save the earth in every sip

H
ow did we become so dependent and now we are 

drowning in plastic? BEST Society amplify its efforts for 

the environmental damage human have caused by 

promoting 100% natural bamboo straws as an alternative to plastic 

straws. At the moment, the producers are a small group of local 

folks in Ulu Kiulu- each step of our production process from 

harvesting raw materials into finished products relies on expert 

local knowledge. This not only have a positive environmental impact  

but also a positive social impact. We are proud that throughout this 

process families and communities are empowered.

Providing avenue for
ecotourism research

SERC

While land acquisition is one of the many conservation strategies, 

finding solutions to some of the many challenges facing the natural 

world is crucial. Humanity is totally dependent on nature to survive 

and yet it is threatened as never before. The threats are many, 

varied and interrelated, and no one organisation, can hope to 

address them all alone. It is for this reason, complemented by multi-

stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, 

expertise and technology, to support and develop effective 

solutions to the challenges faced by the natural world.

B
EST Society secured the purchase of 7.7 acres of land last 

year under the project,  dubbed 'Borneo Land 

Conservancy' and thereafter, major construction works of 

Sukau Ecotourism Research Centre (SERC) continued throughout 

2018 on the plot of land. The centre will accommodate further 

research space to study on the role of conservation and sustainable 

tourism in conserving biodiversity and the development of 

sustainable livelihoods. 

Amount raised as of December 2018

RM 129,720 (59%)

Amount left to raise

RM 90,280 (41%)

Borneo Land Conservancy : RM220,000

 Every contribution of 50USD  
2is equivalent to ~318 ft  of land area
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7.7 acres



I
ntroducing the System of Rice Intensification (SRI) to 

folks in Ulu Kiulu since 2016 have not managed to 

convince many to switch their practices to this 

innovative technique. SRI can enhance resilience of these 

farmers, by producing more and better rice while using fewer 

seeds, less water, less agrochemical inputs. It translates 

into more net income for the farmers. The area we are 

working on at Diniwang is not showing the intended results 

as we are still struggling with infertile soil conditions, pest 

attacks and most importantly the capacity of BEST farmers 

to understand basic concepts of SRI and its practices. 

Innovation and learning around the System of Rice 
Intensification in Diniwang

Spotlight on
Community

n integral part of all BEST projects is the Ainvolvement of local communities, and the 

development of sustainable livelihoods. 

Empowering communities has always been 

central to BEST Society's mission and it is through 

capacity building that represents a step forward 

for the overall development of the community
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Homestays require participation of not just the host family but the 

whole community - youths, women and children taking part in cultural 

activities such as playing traditional musical instruments such as 

Gong and Kulintangan and performing the Sumazau dance; culinary 

and Dalai-bead making demonstrations; village walk. This helps in 

maintaining the traditional values of team work that creates the 

feeling of togetherness as well as nourishes social values within the 

community. The perception of local community towards their customs 

has shifted as they now realize the importance of preserving the 

heritage to be shared and developed with the global community. The 

potential of homestay program has proven to have a wide dispersal of 

benefits and contribute towards rejuvenating the rural economy.

Providing skills to Ulu Kiulu
homestay operators

EST Society and Borneo Eco Tours put together a training 

Bsession on homestay management for 10 operators to have 

the basic skills to operate different functions of their 

homestay including guests' activities, sustainability principles, 

hygiene and cleanliness, safety and security, improved marketing and 

customer service among others. 
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Experiential trip to 
Kivatu Nature Farm

A
griculture simply is not seen as being “cool” or appealing 

for the younger generation. Most think of it only as back-

pain labor, without an economic pay-off — and little room 

for career advancement. This scenario is no different with youths 

in Ulu Kiulu.  It seems to be even more challenging with the ageing 

population of farmers. Three youths, of which 2 are in-house tour 

guides and 1 field maintenance of Kiulu Farmstay went on an 

exposure visit to Kivatu Nature Farm to learn about farming and 

agriculture as one of the means of socio-economic growth for local 

communities. In today's world, agriculture means more than 

subsistence farming – BEST Society hopes to encourage young 

people to explore career options in permaculture, environmental 

sciences, advanced technologies, and more. 

Youth in action:
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Support Income

RM 253,299

Contributions
(Borneo Eco Tours & Sukau Rainforest Lodge)

72.5%

Donation
(Individuals, Corporate)

25.5%

Other Income
2%

Administration
Overhead

25.4%
Project 

Expenses

74.6%

RM 340, 874

Project Expenses

Since the year 1996, BEST Society has received donation from individual donors and corporations 
amounting to RM 2,565,196.94. As of December 2018, Borneo Eco Tours have contributed 

RM 1,016,387.00 and Sukau Rainforest Lodge with RM 642,049.08 out of the total amount.
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2018 FINANCIALS



Support our initiatives through generous 
giving. Contributions can be made in the 
form of cash, cheque, wire transfer, postal 
order or bank draft and all donations are 
tax deductible under Malaysian law. We 
also encourage you to consider different 
ways you can connect with us to better 
understand the impact your contributions 
have on local communities.

DONATE

You are already doing us a favour by spreading the word about the work that we do. Tell a friend, co-worker or 
family member. Every way and anyway to spread the word is important to us and we thank you for your support.

No amount of gold will buy you time and no 
job is too small to make a difference. 
Intern with us for a meaningful on-the-job 
training that will add great value to your 
CV. We would like to encourage you to give 
your time and skills through volunteering 
for worthy causes, simple acts of service, 
and ground-up efforts.

VOLUNTEER

BEST Society calls on a network of 
supporters near and far to help carry our 
work forward and upward. We are looking 
for experts in various fields - accounting, 
l a n d s c a p i n g ,  f u r n i t u r e  m a k i n g , 
application of agricultural knowledge, 
hospitality and tourism management to 
name a few. Your expertise is invaluable 
and will help to grow and strengthen 
existing knowledge and skills as part of 
capac i t y  bu i ld ing  fo r  communi ty 
development.

PARTNERSHIP

If you are working towards the same 
cause, get in touch with us. With like-
minded partners, we are able to move 
more mountains. We work with our 
partners to find innovative solutions to 
socio-economic problems. Partnerships 
form powerful synergies that will lead to 
lasting impacts. Let’s partner up!

EXPERTISE

BE INVOLVED
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OUR PARTNERS

Government

Corporation

Academic Institution

Non-Profit Organisation
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www.bestsociety.org
Visit us

088 436 971 088 438 307 info@bestsociety.org /bestsocietysabahEm
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