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2011 marks another leap forward for BEST Society in its community B E S T
development and environmental conservation effort. I

In 2011, a sum of RM105, 94378 was raised from various contributors including Borneo Eco Tours
(RM28,176.00) and Sukau Rainforest Lodge (RM10, 456.00). External contributions from BET's partners
included The Adventure Company (TAC) of United Kingdom (RM14,163.42), Edith Cowan University (ECU) of
West Australia (RM2, 775.60) and US based Oil and Gas Company, ConocoPhillips (RM7, 500.00). The
ongoing project such as Kinabatangan Wildlife Corridor Regeneration Program (KWICORP) raised
RM4, 137.63 from guests of Sukau Rainforest Lodge, Borneo Eco Tours raised another RM36, 764.00 through
its Voluntary Conservation Levy VCL and continued to be the financial backbone of BEST Society. Other
miscellaneous contributions include Cocopot sales and interest income (RM1, 971.13). Most funds were
channeled to the urgent need of “Living Water Project” in Kudat, north of Bommeo. BEST Society would also like
to extend our gratitude to Rotary Club of Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Environment Action Committee (EAC),
Kinabatangan for their effort in supporting BEST, to ensure the success of community projects.

1) “Living Water Project” successfully launched at Terongkongan Laut and Darat Village,
Kudat District, Malaysia. BEST/SBH/KDT/2010/03/20

The continuous effort in fund raising for the long overdue water
shortage was finally completed. With the joint funding of more than
RMS50, 000, two wells were drilled complete with tower tank installation,
poly piping channel to electrical pump which benefited more than
80 households altogether. On 27th February 2011, BEST Society
represented by its Vice Chairman, Baton Bijamin together with Rotary
Club of Kota Kinabalu, held a ceremony at Terongkongan Darat Village
to hand over the project to the head of Terongkongan Darat village,
Phillip Maling. The jovial occasion was graced by Honorable Sarapin
Bin Magana, the Assemblyman of Matunggong District and witness by
villagers, Rotary Club and BEST Society's members.

s

Tower tank installation for
To help complete the project BEST Society received RM14,163.42 storage of clean water
contributions from The Adventure Company (TAC) of United Kingdom,

RM2,775.60 from Edith Cowan University (ECU) of West Australia and most recently an amount of
RM7,500.00 from a US-Based Energy Company ConocoPhillips. The accumulated funding from various
sources has successfully alleviated the water shortage condition for the betterment of community in
Terongkongan village.

2) Introducing ‘Voluntourism’ through community work with Edith Cowan University
students, Australia. BEST/SBH/KDT/2010/03/19

A group of seventeen tourism and hospitality students from Edith
Cowan University (ECU) in Perth, led by foundation Professor of
Tourism, School Of Marketing, Tourism &Leisure, Professor Ross K.
Dowling, embarked on a journey through the land of Borneo, Sabah, to
learn ecotourism first hand at work. The 10 days tour package
designed by Borneo Eco Tours gave the ECU students the chance of a
lifetime to experience the practice of Ecotourism firsthand. The tour
starts with 2 days 1 night stay at Kudat, North of Borneo. In Kudat, ECU
students leamed history of Borneo while enjoying blissful sunset at
“Simpang Mengayau” at The Tip of Borneo. The following day, they . ’
were given the opportunity to help connect pipe on BEST Society Group Photo session with
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ongoing “Living Water Project” at | erongkongan Village. Emmanuel House Children

From Terongkongan village, they also have the chance to visit Virgin
Coconut Oil Processing Centre; a community project supported by
BEST Society under the grant of GEF/SDP UNDP. Ronnie Onginjan,
the leader of village scale VCO production briefed ECU students on the
wellness benefit of VCO. Before leaving Kudat, they also have a
chance to donate books to under privileged children of Emmanuel
house in Kudat town. The group then travelled overland to Kinabalu
Park, on the foot hill of Mount Kinabalu and further beyond to Sukau,
Lower Kinabatangan at the East Coast of Sabah. Detail story at
http://www _bestsociety.org/online/newsflash/17/.

Group photo with the head of village,
Terongkongan Darat, Kudat.
Mr Phillip Maling ( 2nd from right )

3) Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) Downstream Product Processing Course
BEST/SBH/KDT/2011/01/18D

On the 7th and 8th July 2011, a VCO product innovation processing
course organized by BEST Society to improve the processing skills of
19 village scale entrepreneurs of Kimihang Village. This is the second
sequential program held after the first VCO processing course in
October 2010.

Aspiring VCO entrepreneurs were given the opportunity to learn step
by step and hands on experience to produce downstream VCO
products such as VCO soap, lip balm, face cream and lotion. Mr Nilus
Kalitu, former Agriculture department researcher and VCO
entrepreneur gave thorough explanation of each ingredient used and
demonstrated the steps on how every product is made. Mr Ronnie
Onginjan hopes that this course will not only motivate the village
producer but also further value add VCO to generate higher income to
the local people.

Ronnie conducting hands

on session

4) Best Society and Environmental Action Committee Celebrated World Environmental
Day with primary school students in conjunction with World Environmental Day
BEST/SBH/SDK2011/01/14

On 5th June, BEST Society and Environmental
Action Committee (EAC) hosted a one day
environmental education program with 20 Sukau
Primary School children of Kinabatangan.

Along with fun learning on Biodegradable Waste
Management lesson, the students had the chance
to cruise on Kinabatangan River and together with
Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL) staff carried out tree
planting. Each participant was given a seedling to
plant at SRL's KWICORP tree planting site.

Future leaders of Sukau happily showing
their seedlings at KWICORP tree planting

Through this half day program, the young
generation of Sukau, Kinabatangan learned to take

ownership of their own environment playing an : ; :
important role in educating their family and friends site with SRL managar el onie s orsan,

to ensure the future sustainability of Sukau's andihe Sresuien: e EAC sinabamngan
biodiversity. zone Tuan Hamra Haji Liwangsa
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5) GEF/SGP UNDP Project Progress on “Environmental Conservation and Community
Capacity Building” at Kimihang Village, Kudat, Sabah BEST/SBH/KDT/2010/02/18b

2 The launching of UNDP GEF/SGP fund has turned Kimihang villagers to a
better living environment. Four main sub-projects initiated by BEST Society
were gradually progressing. Loro River Cruise, Kimihang Rest & Relax Beach,
Kimihang Herbal Garden and VCO processing centre were the projects
launched.

Despite facing various challenges, several sessions of mindset training were
. conducted by ftrainer, Major B. Suresh through his success motivation
modules. Syllabuses include “Importance of team formation” and “Desire to
success”. The development of Kimihang Herbal Garden which was led by
Veronica Kuda is producing a fruitful result followed by Kimihang Rest and
Relax beach which is under the supervision of Jalimah Ipon on the
development of basic infrastructure such as dumping area and sewage
system. Meanwhile, a 4 stroke motorboat engine was presented to Pawai the
river cruise team leader by BEST Society’s secretary Mr. Charro Aron Charles.

.

BEST Society Secretary,
A IEES N RYIIE SR (Bl project will inspire others and provide a replicable success model to the others
the 4 stroke motorboat engine BN 018

Being the pioneer project funded by GEF/SGP UNDP, it is hoped that this

6) Albert Teo Imparted His Knowledge on “Sustainable Tourism” in USA and Australia.

BEST Society Chairman, Albert Teo, Advisor to The
International Ecotourism Society (TIES) and adjunct
lecturer of Edith Cowan University was a keynote
speaker at Ecotourism and Sustainable Tourism
conference ESTC held from 19th to 21st September
2011 in Hillton Head Island, South Carolina USA.
Being in the tourism industry for more than thirty five
years, Albert shared his insights on “Driving Change
in Global Tourism: From Profitable Business to
Community Projects”. The paper described how two
main funders of BEST Society, Borneo Eco Tours
(BET) and Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL) applied
and adopted the success principle of triple bottom
line of economics, social and environment in their -
business models to finally set up BEST Society. Albert Teo ( most right) with

Mr and Mrs Stanley Selengut and
Later in November, Albert also spoke in another two TIES President Dr.Kelly Bricker in USA

tourism events in Australia. The first talk entitled

“Driving Change in Global Tourism: From Profitable

Business to Community Projects in New South Wales on 7th November 2011, followed by “The Story of Borneo
Eco Tours and Sukau Rainforest Lodge in ASEAN and OCEANIA Tourism Forum held between the 7th- 10th
November 2011. In the event, Albert also attributed the success to the active role of BEST Society
www _bestsociety.org that continues to uphold the living standard of local community (LINK) through capacity
building programs (LINK) and various environmental campaigns.

7) MCDC One Stop Handicraft and Tourism Information Centre; an upcoming social
entrepreneurship project for the local community of Matunggong, Kudat.
BEST/SBH/KDT/2011/02/22

Matunggong Community Development Committee
(MCDC) was formed in 2008 to identify local
leaders and sustainable business opportunity.
Through mindset training, motivation seminars,
brainstorming  workshops and  committee
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interaction, BEST Society focused on expanding
villagers’ choices, shared natural resources,
encouraging feedback from proactive villagers in
addressing potential entrepreneurship.

On 23rd November 2011, a brainstorming session
chaired by Albert with MCDC members was held at
Matunggong Longhouse, near Sikuati town. Using
the concept of Blue Ocean Strategy guided by
Albert, the team discovered a community based
potential project named “Matunggong Information
and Handicraft Centre”; a one stop Information and
handicraft centre by converting an existing
longhouse into a business centre for twelve
potential entrepreneurs that provide strategic

MCDC members putting on their
“thinking cap” during brainstorming
session in Matunggong Longhouse,
Kudat.

location for day frip visitors to Kudat. BEST Society identified a plot of half acre land in Matunggong area and
waliting for official approval from local authority on projects implementation. The committed MCDC members
were excited and motivated with the new upcoming business opportunity for them. All information, comment,
advice and majority vote of the members are fully taken into account in moving towards successful social

entrepreneurship.

Registered Number : 0732-07-SBH
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